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2 Supporting small businesses through trade



Standards Map:      
https://www.standardsmap.org

• Global Public Tool

• Accelerate the transition to 
sustainable trade

• Helping MSMEs overcome 
the knowledge gap to add 
value to their products and 
do business with buyers 
who increasingly require 
the implementation of 
sustainability initiatives.

ITC Standards Map Standards Map: www.standardsmap.org 

www.standardsmap.org

http://www.standardsmap.org/
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Sustainability Initiatives

www.standardsmap.org

Sustainability Initiatives are defined* as “Programs / systems / organizations designing and / or 
implementing tools and approaches to advance / promote / enhance sustainability in value chain 
activities”.  

Examples of sustainability initiatives include:

• Voluntary sustainability standards, codes of conduct, audit protocol, 

• Reporting initiatives, benchmarking systems, ESG rating programs, corporate sustainability 
programs, 

• Sustainable public policies, international social and environmental norms or conventions, guidance 
and good practices, due diligence frameworks and any related social and environmental programs. 

* ITC work on Typology

OECD/ITC (2024): Understanding Sustainability Initiatives: A Typology Framework

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/understanding-sustainability-initiatives_8f8a3d7f-

en.html 

https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/understanding-sustainability-initiatives_8f8a3d7f-en.html
https://www.oecd.org/en/publications/understanding-sustainability-initiatives_8f8a3d7f-en.html
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Sustainability Initiatives: Voluntary 
Sustainability Standards

www.standardsmap.org

“Voluntary sustainability standards (VSS) are standards 
specifying requirements that producers, traders, 
manufacturers, retailers or service providers may be 
asked to meet, relating to a wide range of sustainability 
metrics, including respect for basic human rights, worker 
health and safety, environmental impacts, community 
relations, land-use planning and others. “

Source: 1st Flagship Report of the United Nations Forum on Sustainability Standards - UNFSS 

(2013) https://unfss.org/home/flagship-publication/ 

https://unfss.org/home/flagship-publication/
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Sustainability Initiatives: Voluntary 
Sustainability Standards

www.standardsmap.org

• “VSS and Codes of Conduct are mostly 
designed and marketed by non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) or 
private firms

• They are adopted by actors up- and down-
stream of the value chain, from farmers to 
retailers. 

• VSS and Codes of Conduct sometimes 
use certifications and labels to signal 
their successful implementation

• Both have become a market reality and 
non-compliance with certain VSS or Codes 
of Conduct can lead to the exclusion of 
producers from global value chains 
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Sustainability Initiatives: Voluntary 
Sustainability Standards

www.standardsmap.org

Source: ITC (2021). Sustainability 

Standards: A new deal to build forward 

better:  

https://www.intracen.org/resources/publicati

ons/sustainability-standards-a-new-deal-to-

build-forward-better 

Development of sustainability standards over time

https://www.intracen.org/resources/publications/sustainability-standards-a-new-deal-to-build-forward-better
https://www.intracen.org/resources/publications/sustainability-standards-a-new-deal-to-build-forward-better
https://www.intracen.org/resources/publications/sustainability-standards-a-new-deal-to-build-forward-better
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Quick Statistics: 

▪ Users from over 192 

countries

▪ Over 500’000 users

▪ 19 industry sectors

▪ 350 standards

▪ +1650 database criteria 

www.standardsmap.org

Standards Map’s features

Standards Map
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I. Identification of Standards

Filters to select 
standards based on:

❖ Sectors and products

❖ Origin and destination 
markets

❖ Sustainability themes 
and pillars

❖ Value chain focus

❖ SDGs

❖ Availability of consumer 
label

❖ Recognition by industry 
platforms

www.standardsmap.org
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II. Standards’ profiles

Review information 
on:

❖ Requirements
❖ Verification and audit 

procedures
❖ Governance and 

standard setting
❖ Facts and figures
❖ Geographic scope
❖ Sectors and products 

covered
❖ Value chain focus
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III. Comparison of standards

Supporting small businesses through trade
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III. Advanced comparisons

Supporting small businesses through trade
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IV. 
Self-Assess

Supporting small businesses through trade

From “simple 
sustainability 
check lists” to  
customised 
“SME 
Sustainability 
Toolkits”
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V. Monitor trends

Supporting small businesses through trade
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VI. Certified business registry

Supporting small businesses through trade
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Leveraging the 
Standards Map: 
Benchmarking

✓ Leveraging Standards Maps database and 
technical expertise for harmonization & 
transparency

✓ Trusted neutral broker of information on 
sustainability standards

✓ Benchmarking methodologies covering both 
scope and operational requirements

✓ Equivalency assessment of sustainability 
standards and policies’ goals and expected 
outcomes

✓ Shedding light on potential interplay between 
public policies / regulations and private 
initiatives / certification schemes
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10+ years of experience working with 
private and public sector

Leveraging the 
Standards Map: 
Capacity Building& 
Awareness-raising

✓ Sustainability Standards 

Coaching Methodology

✓ Digital tools and platforms

✓ Advisory services



18

Thanks!

Supporting small businesses through trade

Sandra Leicht-Cabrera
Advisor in Sustainability Initiatives

Trade for Sustainable 

Development (T4SD) programme

cabrera@intracen.org

https://www.standardsmap.org  

mailto:cabrera@intracen.org
https://www.standardsmap.org/
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